Garden Work For November

By Mark Saidnawey

Clean up all window boxes and pots of annuals.  Compost the soil of any non-diseased plants.  Clean pots in readiness for spring.

Finish Tulip and other bulb plantings.  By mid-November it will be too late to plant daffodils or other smaller bulbs, like crocus.

Mow the lawn for the last time.  If clippings are long and heavy, compost them.  Giving the lawn a final rake will help prevent snow mold.  You can still lime and fertilize in November- Last Chance!

Keep raking leaves. Compost.

Cut down dead perennials and pull out all remaining annuals.  Compost all healthy debris.  If you don’t plan to mulch your perennial beds with salt marsh hay, allow some fallen leaves to stay on them.

Apply an inch of ready compost to your beds if you haven’t done so yet.

Apply green sand, ground limestone, rock phosphate and other amendments that are slow to dissolve.

Late autumn until the end of November is the best time to feed woody plants.  Fertilizing at this time can be critical in determining plant survival.  The autumn soil is warm, the microbiological populations are alive and adequate to process soil nutrients, and all the nutrients will be converted into food reserves.  Use a 10-10-10 fertilizer.

Plants still in their pots can be sunk, pot and all, flush into the ground.  After the soil has frozen, apply winter mulch.

Mulch strawberries with salt marsh hay to prevent winter injury.

Mulch azaleas, rhododendrons and laurel with oak leaves.  This will provide an acid base for winter survival.

Drain outside faucets and store hoses.

Cut away all suckers from the base of lilacs and other deciduous trees.

Do a final turning of compost before it freezes.

Keep watering shrubs and trees deeply until ground freezes hard.

Over Thanksgiving, spray evergreens with Wilt-Pruf, an anti-desiccant which cuts down on water loss through the leaves.  Choose a day above 40 degrees to do this.  Be sure to spray the undersides of leaves.  Don’t spray blue spruce; the needles with revert to green for a while.  Do not apply to chamaecyparis, arborvitae or junipers.  

                              Send in your soil samples now.  You’ll get a faster turn-around time now than if you wait                       

                              until spring.

You can plant deciduous trees and shrubs until ground freezes.

