Belmont Conservation Commission Meeting
Minutes of August 4, 2009 at Room 2 Town Hall at 7:00 P.M.

Attendance:  Chair: Miriam Weil; Vice-Chair: Martha Moore; Members: Margaret Velie, David Webster, Nancy Davis, James Roth, Tino Lichauco; Associates:  Jeff North Agent: Mary Trudeau

Public: 
Neal Winston

Joseph DeStefano/ Desco Assoc./50 Common St.

James DeStefano/ Desco Assoc./50 Common St.

Rich Kirby/ LEC Environmental/50 Common St. 

Richard Hickey, 15 Sandrick Road
Aris Tziavas, 19 Robinwood Road

Cynthia Baker Burns, 50 Common Street

Al Gala, GSA, 50 Common Street

Slater Anderson, LandVest

Baker family members (handwriting indecipherable)

Review Minutes of June 23, 2009:

Minor changes were noted to the draft of the Minutes of the June 23, 2009 meeting. 

The motion was made by David Webster to approve the minutes of June 23, 2009 as amended, seconded by Nancy Davis, and the vote was unanimous.

Agents Report:

Mary Trudeau noted that the Horsley Witten invoice issue had been resolved and the bill paid by the Town.  She also noted that the final reimbursement for the DCR Trails Grant work had been finalized and submitted for payment.  She stated that the expenditure for the mapping component of the project exceeded the grant funding by approximately $370.00 and that the Town could request payment of the overage from the Conservation Commission.  
Ms Trudeau also noted that the Conservation Commission has a scheduled meeting with Jeff Conti on the morning of August 12, 2009, and that Kathy Baskin would be discussing the language of the Recreation Department articles passed by Town Meeting in the fall of 2008.

15 Sandrick Road – Compliance Issue:

Mr Richard Hickey attended the meeting, and presented a planting scheme for the altered areas above the Bank of Little Pond, at the western edge of his property.  He provided the Commission with a permit from the DCR allowing the removal of the masonry block retaining wall, and noted that the work had already been completed.  Mr Hickey also stated that he had placed loam in the area adjacent to the location of the block wall, to level the transition between the lawn and the natural vegetation above the bank of the Pond.  Mr Hickey noted that he is willing to plant a variety of native shrubs between the Pond and the lawn area, and that he will not add anymore earth material to the locus.   The Commission requested that Mr. Hickey remove any earth materials, in excess of that material needed to facilitate the planting of the new shrubs.  
David Webster moved to require Mr. Hickey to submit a landscaping plan by the September 15, 2009 meeting of the Commission, noting that the plant materials should be woody and native, and that any recently imported earth materials in excess of that needed to secure the new planting should be removed from the locus.  The motion was seconded by Jim Roth, and the vote was unanimous.

19 Robinwood Road –Minor Modification to Order of Conditions 106-93:

Aris Tziavas, of 19 Robinwood Road requested permission to make minor modifications to the site plan approved in the Order of Conditions issued as DEP File Number 106-93.  The changes included the addition of a 10’ by 12’ wooden shed; the expansion of the existing bituminous concrete driveway by approximately 272 square feet, and a modification in the shape of the patio adjacent to the inground swimming pool.  Ms. Trudeau noted that the changes could be approved in a dated letter to Mr. Tziavas, noting that the modifications were minor in nature and did not require a formal modification of the Order of Conditions.  
Jim Roth moved to approve work as proposed, the motion was seconded by Tino Lichauco, and the vote was six to one to approve the Order of Conditions with Nancy Davis voting in opposition to the proposal.  
50 Common Street Lots A, B and C 106-94, 106-95 and 106-96:
Richard Kirby of LEC, and Joe DeStefano, the applicant, submitted revised site plans to the Commission.  The revised development scenario reduced the number of proposed single family residential homes from three to two, agreeing to withdraw the NOI filing for Lot C.  The revised site plan pulled all of the buildings and much of the work out of the first one hundred feet of the Riverfront Area on the property, leaving a greater area of undisturbed Riverfront Area on the site.   In response to the decreased impacts of the project, the applicant proposes that the new, site design includes a decrease in the mitigation area to 9,000 square feet (a replanting area of approximately 30’ by 300’ along the Wellington Brook). 
As noted in earlier discussions,  the developer stated he will use pervious pavers for  the driveway, and will infiltrate roof runoff with drywells. Al Gala, PE presented the drainage analysis for the projects, and noted that the proposed system would mitigate for the increase in impervious surfaces.  

The developer stated that invasive species management will include excavation of knotweed root mass and infilling with new topsoil. Other invasive species such as Norway maple of 1 ½ inch in diameter, multi flora rose, garlic mustard, black swallowwort, and bittersweet will be removed. He intends to plant fescue and rye, not bluegrass in the lawn area, and 157 woody, native shrubs and trees within the enhancement areas.  The Commission discussed the need to preserve the restored Riverfront Area characteristics after the construction of the proposed homes. 
The Commission discussed the inclusion of a deck and patio within the 0 to 100 foot Riverfront Area on Lot B, noting that it did not appear to meet the performance standards for the Riverfront Area.  The applicant agreed to remove the deck and patio from within the one hundred foot Riverfront Area.  
The Commission discussed conditions for the Order.  The conditions included:

1. No permanent structures within the one hundred foot Riverfront Area;

2. No wells within the Riverfront Area;

3. Establishment and maintenance of a one hundred foot vegetated zone above the Bank of the Wellington Brook. 
4. Restoration of the area of  Japanese Knotweed stands to a woody condition, rather than an expansion of the existing lawn area;

5. use of straw wattles with the proposed siltation control fencing for erosion control;

6. Submission of a final site plan showing all revisions and agreed upon modifications;

7. Preservation of the existing canopy to the extent possible;

8. Removal of 3” dbh or smaller invasive plants, and no removal of larger diameter materials;

9. Enhancement of Riverfront Area through the proposed replanting of 157 trees and shrubs;
10. Restrictions on the use of phosphorus fertilizers;

11. Abandonment of existing storm drain within current driveway;

12. Documentation of the installation of the approved stormwater management system and subsurface drains;

13. No disposal of vegetation within Riverfront Area;

14. Need to preserve existing vegetative type within areas to the North of Lot B.

Tino Lichauco moved to issue an Order of Conditions that included the conditions discussed, and listed above, and the motion was seconded by Jim Roth, and the vote was unanimous to approve the motion.  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 P.M. 

Submitted by Nancy Davis

